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he ordered hors-d'oeuvre, because when he said it,
it sounded more like " whores devour us ". Later he
went to Paris where he was told he ought to visit the
Louvre, if only to see the Venus de Milo. He could
not be bothered to go himself, but offered to see the
lady at his own hotel. When he was told that it
was a statue of a goddess, he decided it would look
well in his garden at home, and offered to buy it.
But the Louvre were not selling, so the old gentle-
man contented himself with a marble replica. Months
later when he was back in Bombay, a huge crate
containing the beautiful lady arrived. He opened it
himself, for it was very valuable. But it never
adorned his garden, for he sent it back to Paris with a
letter complaining that the statue had arrived in a
damaged condition and that the arms were missing.
Art they do not understand and nature leaves
them cold. They much prefer Laurel and Hardy.
The sunsets of Turner have no meaning for them,
and the smile of the Mona Lisa they feel they can
get for the asking. Of Pater they have never heard.
Their excursion into literature does not go further
than Maurice Dekobra. Tliey believe that Lawrence
of Arabia had something to do with Sans and
Lovers, that Shaw was really Shakespeare, and that
Hamlet should have had a better ending.
Sometimes they go to -concerts and listen to
Schubert. The symphonies of Beethoven they
.attribute to Wagner. The music of Bach they think